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944 : Louis DeGoes, Executive Secretary,
Polar Research Board, National Aca-
demy of Science, 2101, Constitution
Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C.
20418
Wit Troy L. Péwé, Chairman, U.S. Orga-
nizing Committee, Department of
Geology, Arizona State University,
Tempe, AZ 85281

TOPICS

Papers dealing with all aspects of permafrost will
be welcome. Papers will be accepted for formal pre-
sentation or for poster sessions. Details about the
submission of abstracts and final papers will be given
in the first bulletin (spring 1981).

Provisional themes for the meeting include :

1. Pipeline construction
2. Embankments (roads, railroads, airfields, drill
pads, etc.)
. Deep foundations
. Excavations
. Mining and petroleum engineering

3

4

5

6. Municipal engineering

7. Site and terrain evaluation
8. Geotechnical problems

9. Geophysical exploration

10. Hydrates

Bk AR L aik RN

11. Subsea permafrost

12. Distribution of permafrost (regional studies)

13. Frost heave and ice segregation

14. Physics and chemistry of frozen ground

15. Hydrology

16. Climate change and geothermal regime

17. Ecology of natural and disturbed areas

18. Planetary permafrost

19. Periglacial phenomena (geocryology)

20. Mechanics of frozen soil

21. Heat transfer processes

22. Other

Special symposia will be arranged and will be an-
nounced in subsequent bulletins.

English will be the official language of the Confere-

nce.

PUBLICATION

The proceedings of the conference will be published.
Papers will be reviewed according to the usual stan-
dards before being accepted for publication.

FIELD TRIPS

Permafrost underlies 85% of Alaska and affects many
aspects of daily life in the state. The location of the
Conference is therefore ideal for viewing numerous fea-
tures of continuous and discontinuous permafrost, and
construction techniques used to cope with it. Field trips
of 3 to 5 days duration are planned to be held before
and after the Conference. Local half-day trips will
take place during the Conference. Fairbanks perma-
frost features of interest include frost heave sites, ice
wedge exposures, experimental road construction, agri-
cultural practices, strip mining, and tunnel excavation.

Proposed extended trips include the Alaska Railroad
(construction techniques in mountainous and permafrost
terrain, Mt. McKinley National Park); Fairbanks to
the Prudhoe Bay oil field along the trans-Alaska pipe-
line ; Fairbanks to the Mackenzie River Delta by road
(periglacial and glacial geology features); and Fair-
banks to Anchorage by road through the Copper River
Basin.

EXHIBITS

Displays of construction, transportation and geophy-
sical equipment and scientific exhibits are planned.

COST

A full range of accommodations will be avaiable,
including hotels in Fairbanks and inexpensive housing
in dormitories on campus. A registration fee will be
charged which will cover the cost of conference docu-
ments and local field trips. Charter flights to Alaska
may be available if there is sufficient interest.
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Sacred to the memory of the 257 passengers and
crew of flight NZ901 who died 1km from this
site on November 28 th, 1979

Erected by the communities of Ross Island
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For the Grieving People of Japan

I have just returned to New Zealand following
eight very difficult days on the side of Mt. Erebus.

Sadly, I have never been to your country, yet
I do have great respect for your religions and
traditions. I offer you these few words, written
from our camp in the snow beside the crashed
DC 10, as an indication of how the rescue team,
the Antarctic communities of Scott Base and Mc-
Murdo and in fact all New Zealanders felt during
those painful days.

I simply want you all to know that we did all
we could to return your kinfolk to their cherished
homeland. Some, will not return.

Please believe that my message offers some
degree of hope for those that must remain forever
entombed in the grip of the Antarctic snows.

I know the great mountain lands of this Earth
and still find Antarctica to be the most hypnotic
and majestic of all. Even the great Himalayan
peaks would be dwarfed by the vastness and gran-
deur of this enormous continent,

Mt. Erebus has a special attraction for me and
I feel for all visitors to this Southern Land that
it is almost as sacred as Fuji-san itself,

Even the great Gautama himself would have
smiled at the thought of such a beautiful peaceful
and tranquil home,

Somehow we must all keep on smiling.

Colin Monteath,

AT
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